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Let us try to see what this theory involves. We
now believe that man came into being by the long,
slow and gradual process whereby the brain in the
animal kingdom became capable of reason. Little by
little the creature grew to be conscious of himself as
distinct from others. He found that his conduct
affected their welfare, and there dawned in his mind
an instinct which told him that he ought to aim at
their welfare rather than his own. His reason began
to suggest that, if he did this, it would be right, and,
if he did that, it would be wrong. In all probability
the creature had experienced this sense and had,
therefore, been human for at least a million years
before he acquired the art of recording his thoughts
in writing. The theory of direct revelation uncon-
sciously assumes that God waited to reveal himself
and his ways to men till men had at last invented the
difficult arts of writing and reading. Had Moses
existed in palaeolithic times the message he received
from God would have vanished in the mists of tradi-
tion through the thousands of years which passed
ere the age of writing began. The truths that he
seems to have uttered barely survived the few
generations which passed before men were able to
put into writing the growing mass of tradition in
which they were still preserved. The theory that God
reveals to men through chosen prophets truths which
human reason could not discover for itself cannot in
fact operate for long before the age of writing. It
was only when men had learned to write as well as to
speak the truths which God chose to reveal to them
that these truths could survive to govern the conduct
of after generations.

On the theory outlined above, ultimate verities
are revealed by God only through the utterances of
men chosen for the purpose. In the version of this
theory which orthodox Christians follow the final
revelation was made by God himself, who, for the